Human glomerular basement membrane. Antigenic determinants in human urine.
Antisera against particulate human glomerular basement membrane prepared from cadaver kidneys were raised in rabbits. It was shown that both normal individuals and patients with glomerular and tubular diseases excrete in their urine several antigens reactive with these antibodies. One antigen crossreacted immunologically with an antigen from human glomerular basement membrane while several others did not. One of the urinary antigens and the antigen crossreacting with the basement membrane were separated from the others by ion exchange chromatography and gel filtration, respectively. The pattern of anttigen excretion differed depending on the underlying renal disease but the multitude of different antigens detected complicates the interpretation of the patterns of excretion in different diseases.